Pastoral Letter
of the Rt. Rev. Paul C. Hewett, SSC

Bishop of the Diocese of the Holy Cross, 
and Moderator of the Federation of Anglican Churches in the Americas, 
July 4, 2015, 
to be read and/or distributed in all the parishes and missions of the Diocese of the Holy Cross.
  Appended to this Letter is a Statement of Bishop Daniel E. Flores, Diocese of Brownsville, Texas, on the Supreme Court Marriage Ruling of Friday, June 26, 2015, sent by Fr. George Graydon, Church of the Redeemer, a succinct statement of the teaching of the Universal Church, respresenting our point of view.  This very short statement may be substituted for ours on a Sunday morning, when a longer statement may not be practical.  +PCH
Marriage is the metaphor most used in the Bible for the relationship God has with His people.  God is the Bridegroom, and His people are the Bride, in a covenant relationship that ends in glory and goes on forever.  The nuptial mystery of covenant love is the essential mystery of creation, at the very heart of all existence.  The Bible begins with the marriage of Adam and Eve, and ends with the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, and right in the middle is the Song of Solomon, with hundreds of references throughout of God´s nuptial love for His people.  Marriage on earth is to be a sacrament, a revelation, of Christ the Bridegroom and the Church the Bride.
Against this background of what God has shown us to be the truth of existence comes the Supreme Court decision of June 26, inventing out of thin air a right that is  nowhere stated in the Constitution.  The Court´s decision may be the worst in its history, and is at least a watershed decision that pits the laws of our country against the known will of God, in a new and formidable way.  Our legal system is now more thoroughly in open rebellion against God, and is defying God, and refusing yet again to let the civil law correspond with the moral law.  All societies whose civil laws do not correspond with God´s moral laws collapse from their own internal contradictions, and from setting up systems that do not work, because they go against the plan God has for men to be husbands and women to be wives and children to be in families with a father and a mother.  Men and women who are not married are given the grace to be chaste.  But all systems that choose to live under an ideology – a logos of fallen man´s ideas, are submitting to an intellectual swindle, a great lie, in rebellion against the divine Logos, the only ultimate absolute revelation of divine love.
In the Summer of 1974, in Philadelphia, when eleven women were presented for the first time for ordination to the Priesthood in the Episcopal Church, George William Rutler, Rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd in Rosemont, Pennsylvania, was there to protest.  With all the news media present, he prophesied that a church which ordains women to the Priesthood will one day be ordaining and marrying practicing homosexuals.  The two issues are dynamically linked.  A woman at the altar is a bridal image.  The congregation is the Bride of Christ.  And so there is a bride and a bride at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  The hot button issues of our time are all dynamically connected at the deepest level:  ordination of women, practicing homosexuality, abortion, infanticide and euthanasia are all part of the gnostic impulse to re-define human nature apart from the divine Logos, the Word of God, the One through whom human nature was created, and whose own human nature is the icon of the new man, the Second Adam of the new human race in the new creation.  Living in Him, and letting Him live in us, by the Holy Spirit, is launching into the depths of the Father´s infinite love.  Life apart from Him becomes ever more shallow, hollow and empty.  A society or a country or a church that pushes Him away is slouching toward Gomorrah, to use Robert Bork´s phrase.  Our country is sleep walking toward the edge of a cliff.  The old saying was, “as goes the Episcopal Church, so goes the United States.”  That has proven to be true.  The barbarians broke through in the late 60´s, and have now made drastic inroads into our churches, the arts, governments, courts, businesses, academies, the teaching of science and history, the media, entertainment, military and even sports.
The Supreme Court´s decision opens much wider the gateway to illusion.  It is an illusion to believe that same sex marriage or ordination of women or abortion or divorce on demand can in any way promote justice or freedom or equality for victim groups.  Illusion, as with addictive behaviours, solves nothing, but is in fact a slippery slope to infinite unraveling, infinite unreality, infinite unlife, and ever less being.  Dante called hell the deliberately willed illusion.  The things pertaining to evil – darkness, cold, discord, death and the lie, have no essence.  They are the relative absence of light, warmth, unity, life and truth.  Only light, life, goodness, truth, beauty and harmony have essential reality, because they pertain to God´s essence.  The Supreme Court has made it possible, in a new and extremely dangerous way, for society to embrace what has no essence. 
The Supreme Court´s decision is part of the syndrome of secular western culture, which now calls good evil, and evil good.  We side with the rebel angels and rebel against the way God made us.  We set up systems that are based on lies and are not natural, like the Soviet system, so we need more and more laws and government regulation to enforce the ideology.  First we enter a soft totalitarianism, and then, one that is all embracing.  Having a different point of view is a hate crime, and there is a drastic erosion of religious freedom.

The all-embracing state begins to take over every facet of every person´s life.  The Soviet gulag, and death on a massive scale, is the outcome.  The great Russian poet, Yevgeny Yevteshenko, ended up in a Soviet gulag in our own time.  When he was released he had swallowed the bitter pill of state tyranny, the lie that we can use politics to solve everything.  He wrote something truly liberating, something profoundly theological and biblical.  He wrote, “the purpose of politics is to protect love, and motherhood.”  Our founding fathers would agree with that.  “The purpose of politics is to protect love, and motherhood.”  The apostles would agree with that.  All real men agree with that.  To take politics to any wider scope is to narrow our vision of what life is.  It is to launch out into the shallows, it is to run aground, it is to catch no fish in a night of fruitless toil.  It is to deny the sovereignty of God the Father and the Lordship of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit to plant the Father´s laws and commandments in our hearts, to give us all a moral compass, so we do not need  a fascist state or politically correct newsmedia or university elites to tell us what is right and wrong.  When we say the Decalogue, we respond to every commandment, “Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.”  God, not the State, can incline our hearts, and implant within us the moral compass we need.
The innovators, the ideologues, will not rest until they have brought down the Church, and orthodox Judaism.  Israel has got to go, and  believing Christians have to be marginalized and eliminated in the new order.  Chaplains are increasingly restricted in the use of Jesus´ Name.  A Pentecostal minister in Sweden was indicted for a hate crime by preaching on Romans, chapter 1.  After years in court, he was convicted, and after years of appeal, vindicated.  This sort of thing is spreading to Canada, and here.  A Christian couple running a bakery was put out of business by a lawsuit after they refused to bake a wedding cake for a brave new world couple.  A prominent inventor and businessman in California was dismissed by his board without due process when they found out he had donated money to Proposition 8 to protect traditional marriage.  Christmas crèches, Ten Commandments and crosses have all got to go.  Orphanages and other works of mercy are closing, lest their charges be victimized by those embracing the brave new world.  Christians in more and more places are entering a season of real persecution. 
The overall pattern emerging from today´s cultural trends in the West is, to use the fancy term, demographic nihilism.  We are setting up the destruction of our culture. A country whose birthrate falls below a certain level buries more people every year than are born.  The devil is seeing to it that European and American women have only a very small number of children, through abortion, birth control and materialism.  The Muslims, on the other hand, have very large families.  The German Parliament has admitted that by the year 2050, Germany will be a Muslim country.  

The one thing the devil hates about us more than anything else is our bodies.  With our bodies we can reproduce, and give birth to many millions and billions of potential new citizens of Heaven.  Satan is insanely jealous because he and his cohorts have no bodies.  They cannot reproduce.  There are the same number of demons today as there were when his hosts were cast out of Heaven.  Satan is very busy today, stopping the seed.  Through abortion, birth control, war, genocide, homosexual marriage, euthanasia and infanticide, he is getting the birthrate of formerly Christian countries down to almost nothing.  About a third of the church is going along with all this, morphing into the church of the anti-christ, the whore of Babylon.  A third of the church is orthodox, a third in the middle is confused and bewildered and wishes all the pain would just go away, and a third is the emerging church of the anti-christ.  We are two thousand years closer to the end times, and to our Lord´s Second Coming.
We will of course do what we must to protect ourselves.  Many clergy will no longer sign civil marriage licenses.  We are entering a new dark age, and as Churchill said of the West in the 1930´s, “the lights are going out all over Europe.”  We must not curse the darkness, but light a candle, and continue, undaunted, to build a culture of life, a civilization of love, in the places where we live and work.  We must lift high the Name of Jesus, no matter what the cost.  Pope John Paul II gave us a great theological and pastoral treasure in his Theology of the Body,  with Christopher West as a brilliant expositor.  This sacramental and biblical vision of sexuality is a great treasure for the Church, and is having a slow, but profound, impact upon all parts of the Church that want to be biblical and orthodox.
When any agency of government sets up a law that contradicts God, then Christians know they must obey God, not man.  Religious liberty is on the line, because the forces of evil are, globally, closing in upon believing Christians and Jews, to silence us, to marginalize and eliminate us.  There is less and less protection under the law for believing Christians, and persecution is rampant throughout the world, spreading now to us.  We have entered a time very much like the first three centuries in the Church´s life, a time when the Christian witness was silhouetted clearly against a pagan and barbarian horizon.  Our strength and our joy comes from our citizenship in Heaven.  We serve, and live in, a risen, victorious, ascended Lord, and He lives in us.  He is the Vine and we are the branches (John 15: 1).  The roots of the Vine are in Heaven.  The Vine is upside down, and the roots are in Heaven, and the branches are on earth.  So we draw all our resources from a risen, victorious Lord.  We live in eternal Victory, in the triumph of redeeming love, opened up to us in every Eucharist, the “gift of the goal.” 
Loving of our Lord more, in the Blessed Sacrament, and in the saints, and in those among whom we serve, and even in our enemies and those who oppose us, leads us to love His Mother more.  Once the Mother of Sorrows, she is now the Queen of Victory, the Woman clothed with the sun, the Slayer of heresies, the New Eve of the new creation, the Bride and Temple of the Holy Spirit, the Womb of God, the Mother of the Church, the Ark of the New Covenant and the Help of Christians, and we can freely consecrate our families, our parishes, our dioceses, our communities and our nation, to her maternal care, to her priceless intercession.  She knows what a vale of tears this life is, but she is always ready to help us see that Jesus´ yoke is easy, and His burden, light.  +PCH     

Statement of Bishop Daniel E. Flores
Diocese of Brownsville, Texas, on the Supreme Court Marriage Ruling, Friday, June 26, 2015

Marriage is the only institution in human society that unites a man and a woman together in a lifelong commitment. It provides the basis for the conceiving and raising of children. And it makes possible the stable development of the human family.
  

Today's Supreme Court decision does not change the Church's teaching on marriage as a natural institution in human society, nor does it affect our teaching that this unique human bond between a man and a woman was raised by the Lord Jesus to the level of a sacrament.
What the Court decision does do, however, is deeply wound the fabric of human society by permitting in law the radical redefinition of marriage. It is alarming and arrogant that any government institution can claim the power to change the definition of such a basic human reality.
 

The Church, with malice towards none, and in fidelity to the truth about human life, must remain faithful to, and teach the truth about marriage. We will continue to operate our teaching and charitable institutions in fidelity to the teaching of Sacred Scripture and the Church's faith. And we expect the government to respect the free exercise of religious faith in this country. Our service to the truth is all the more urgent at this time.
